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T H I  COMPTROLLER QENERAL 
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W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .  2 0 5 4 8  

MATTER OF: Paul Hellmich 

DIOEST: An Internal Revenue Service employee 
claims- reimbursement of expenses for 
travel from a location abroad to the 
United States in connection with his 
father's illness and death. Although 
the employee contends that his transpor- 
tation at Government expense is author- 
ized by State Department regulations in 
the Foreign Affairs Manual, these regu- 
lations are inapplicable to the travel 
of Internal Revenue Service employees. 
Further, reimbursement of travel in 
these circumstances is not authorized 
under the provisions of statute appli- 
cable to Federal employees other than 
Foreign Service employees or the provi- 
sions of the Federal Travel Regulations. 

An Internal Revenue Service employee traveled on a 
round-trip airline ticket from a location abroad to the 
United States in connection with his father's illness and 
death. We are asked whether he may be reimbursed the cost 
of this travel . Internal Revenue Service employees are 
not authorized Gmergency visitation travel at Government 
expense under State Department travel regulations in the 
Foreign Affairs Manual, which are issued pursuant to the 
travel authority applicable to Foreign Service employees. 

Mr. Paul M. Hellmich, an employee of the Internal 
Revenue Service, traveled from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and return during the period 
January 11 through February 8 ,  1984,  in connection with his 
father's serious illness and death. A round-trip airline 
ticket for emergency travel to the United States was issued 
at a cost of $1,423. Mr. Hellmich has submitted a claim for 
reimbursement of this cost. He believes that he is entitled 
to such emergency leave transportation under paragraph 699.5  
of Volume 3, Foreign Affairs Manual, applicable to members 
of the Foreign Service stationed abroad. 

- Mr. Thomas N. Lyall, Authorized Certifying Officer, 
Internal Revenue Service, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
submitted the request for  a decision. 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Department  of S t a t e  have i n d i -  
cated t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  cost of emergency t r a v e l  may be 
p a i d  under  a Memorandum of Under s t and ing  between t h e  Depar t -  
ment o f  S t a t e  and t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  e x e c u t e d  
March 5 ,  1980. T h i s  memorandum p r o v i d e s  for  medical 
s e r v i c e s  t o  be made a v a i l a b l e  to  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  
employees and t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  who are s t a t i o n e d  a t  f o r e i g n  
posts. The memorandum a u t h o r i z e s  g i v i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i c e  
c o n c e r n i n g  emergency v i s i t a t i o n  t r a v e l ,  b u t  does n o t  declare 
t h a t  s u c h  t ravel  is a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  
employees.  Al though t h e  agreement  does n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
a u t h o r i z e  emergency v i s i t a t i o n  t r a v e l  for I n t e r n a l  Revenue 
S e r v i c e  employees ,  t h e  Depar tment  of S t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  e n t i t l e m e n t  to  s u c h  t r a v e l  is impl i c i t  i n  t h e  
Memorandum of U n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

Under t h e  s p e c i f i c  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  A c t  
o f  19802/ t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  may pay t h e  t r a v e l  and 
r e l a t e d - e x p e n s e s  of members o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  and t h e i r  
families,  i n c l u d i n g  costs or e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  f o r  round 
t r i p  t r a v e l  from a l o c a t i o n  abroad f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of 
f a m i l y  v i s i t a t i o n  i n  emergency s i t u a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  p e r s o n a l  
h a r d s h i p .  22 U.S.C. S 4 0 8 1 ( 9 )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  T h u s ,  emergency 
v i s i t a t i o n  t r a v e l  by a member o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  s ta -  
t i o n e d  abroad is a u t h o r i z e d  i n  i n s t a n c e s  of serious i l l n e s s  
or d e a t h  w i t h i n  h i s  or h e r  immediate f a m i l y .  R e g u l a t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  s u c h  t r a v e l  a r e  i n  section 699.5  of Volume 3 of  
t h e  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  Manual. T h e s e  t r a v e l  r e g u l a t i o n s  a p p l y  
to members of t h e  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Department  of S t a t e  
and r e l a t ed  agencies w h i c h  a r e  cove red  by t h e  F o r e i g n  
S e r v i c e  A c t  of 1980. 

S i n c e  employees o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  s t a -  
t i o n e d  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  n o t  c o v e r e d  by t h e  F o r e i g n  
S e r v i c e  A c t  of 1980, t h e  special  a u t h o r i t i e s  for  t r a v e l  a s  
p r o v i d e d  by t h a t  a c t  are  n o t  appl icable  t o  them. The  
a u t h o r i t y  to pay fo r  t h e  cost o f  f o r e i g n  t r a v e l  f o r  I n t e r n a l  
Revenue S e r v i c e  employees  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  Chap te r  57 of 
t i t l e  5 ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Code. Allowances f o r  employees,  
i n c l u d i n g  those s t a t i o n e d  i n  a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  are cove red  
by C h a p t e r  59 o f  t h a t  t i t l e .  The re  is no p r o v i s i o n  i n  those 
s t a tu t e s  f o r  payment o f  emergency v i s i t a t i o n  t r a v e l  f o r  

- 2/ The F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  A c t  of 1980, P u b l i c  Law 96-465, 
October 17 ,  1980,  94 S t a t .  2074,  22 U.S.C. S S  3901-4226, 
was d e r i v e d  from t h e  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  A c t  o f  1946, as 
amended, w h i c h  it r e p l a c e d  e f f e c t i v e  F e b r u a r y  15, 1981.  
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employees working i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  Accordingly ,  no 
agreement between t h e  Departments of S t a t e  and Treasury 
could  a u t h o r i z e  payment o f  Government funds f o r  t h i s  type  of 
t r a v e l .  

Accordingly ,  Mr. Hellmich may n o t  be reimbursed for t h e  
cost of h i s  emergency v i s i t a t i o n  t r a v e l .  

13.d.L 
l l e r  General 

of t h e  United States  
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